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Oslo, 27. juli 2011



Dear Paul,

I hope you are doing good!

I have done quite a bit of family research the last 10 years. I am not sure if you, or anybody “over there” are interested, but I feel it is time to inform you. Hopefully you can also help me, as my father and uncle Trygve has. My father has 2 America chests with family heirlooms, and 3 years later we are still not at the bottom.

My father also reminds me that interest in genealogy jumps generations, and that we all have different approaches to family. If this is too much, please let it go, but maybe someone around you would appreciate it.

My research starts with Johan David Wurschmidt’s (1848-1924) grandfather, Johan Gotfrid Andreas Wurschmidt (1772-1854). I assume you know the family history, but I had a request for an English translation some years ago, so I enclose this. I am presuming and guessing in the beginning of the “essay”, but it appears I was not that far off (enclosure: “Wurschmidt, an Educated Guess”[footnoteRef:1]). [1:  Wurschmidt “an educated guess”] 


It actually would be a good thing to read that right know before proceeding.

The first thing I discovered was the birth announcement of Johan Gotfrids first child, Jacob Rudolph, who died as an infant. Nobody had found it before, because they had assumed Johan and Marthe Cathrine Larsdatter were married. At that time in Norway you had “real” children and “unreal” children (out of wedlock).  Their first was unreal, and in the birth announcement[footnoteRef:2] Johan Gotfrid was listed as a Musqueteer in the 4th company (Musqueteer equals regular infantry). Quite a surprise since we thought he was in the “Jæger Corps” his entire career. Very few records exist from the Jæger Corps (no enrollments etc), but nearly all the records from “Søndenfjeldske Gevorbne Infanteriregiment (Musqueteers)” exist. We found 3 of interest: [2:  Birth announcement enclosed, Jacob 1801, also online by the national archives: http://www.arkivverket.no/URN:kb_read] 

1. He is Johan Gotfrid Wurschmidt with birth in Rendsburg, holder of 23 years, and presented and enrolled as Corporal, has before serviced as Waldhornist at the Norwegian Jaeger Corps 6 years 1 month, namely from the first Julii 1790 to 29th Julii 1796. (Enrollment record)
2. No. 4. Name: Johan Gothfridt Wurschmidt. Where birth: Rensbourg. Religion: Luth. Profession: -. If he is married and gardens Children: No. If he has parents alive and what they are: Yes. Where and how long has he stood in the Kings Service: 6 years. Whether he has serviced some other puissance and how long: the Norwegian Jaeger Corps. (2nd Company Roll book)
3. Name: Johan Andreas Gotfrid Wurshmith. Where he is birth: Rensburg. If he is married and has children: No. Profession: Military. Religion: Luth. If he has parents alive and what they honor: yes. Where and how long has he stood in the Kings Service: by Jaeger Corpse and thus Regiments 2MC: a total of 10 years (2MC = 2nd Musqueteer Compagnie). Where and of who af Employed: Military. How old: 1798: 25. When enrolled and presented: -. When pledged faith: -.When he was promoted Corporal, Fourier and Sergeant:-. Of what reason he left the Compagni: 1802. According sergeant after own application: Demitteret (Demissed/Resigned)

The translation is poor on purpose, as the language is awkward even in Norwegian. The information is apparent in itself, but the importance is Rendsburg. We do not have connections to Kiel as the family papers say, but to Rendsburg, which is 30 minutes away from Kiel (like telling Europeans you are from Dallas, when you are from Fort Worth. Today and then, Rendsburg is much less known than Kiel). Copies of the original records can be sent to you if you wish.

For good reasons then we have for generations never found any information about Wurschmidt in Kiel. However, the above opened up new sources, and I asked the Lutheran Church in Rendsburg for help. During the months of wait for an answer, I did three things.

First, I went back to the national archives, and looked at all records pertaining to the “Jæger Corps”. I found a “package” of loose papers entitled “lists”, and love and behold, in between armament and clothes lists, there was a married soldiers list, and another list of soldiers from the original “Holstenske Jægercorps”. In the married list was a Jacob Wurschmidt[footnoteRef:3] married to a Sophia Maria Rheins, which made no sense. However, in the other list there were TWO Wurschmidts[footnoteRef:4]: Waldhornist Wurschmidt Senior and Waldhornist Wurschmidt Junior. So Johan Gotfrid Andreas did not come alone to Norway, but with a Jacob Wurschmidt. A Waldhorn by the way is a blowing musical instrument, typically with the horn bent one or more times around, and spelt Valdhorn today in Norwegian. [3:  Enclosed as 1788 3112 Konenavneliste1 RA EA-5420 D L0451 detail]  [4:  Enclosed as 1788 3112 Navneliste3 RA EA-5420 D L0451] 


Second, based on the above I researched the “Holstenske Jægercorps” on the internet, and found a book of its history published around 1900. One place said it was the worst military chronicle ever written, as there was too much personalia and “living conditions” amongst the common soldiers. For us it was gold. Jacob Wurschmidt is listed, as well as Johan Gotfrid Andreas Wurschmidt (apparently father and son, but it cannot 100% yet be ruled out to be uncle and nephew). The book also informed us that the Holstenian Jægers were based in Kiel from 1785 to 1788, so there came that connection as well! [Small important note: Rendsburg and Kiel were Danish at the time, and located in a small portion of land called: Schleswig-Holstein in German, and Slesvig-Holsten in Danish (you probably already know, but this territory have changed hands between the Danish and the Germans for centuries; even the Swedes and Russians have meddled). For my research I thought for a long time it was peculiar that our Johan grew up in Kiel, Germany, and his grandfather was a priest in Ribe, Denmark, as for me growing up in modern Europe, Kiel is Germany.]
 
Third, I did a few hundreds of hours of research on the internet. Educated by the above, but also using misspellings of our name, I did different searches. A little google, but mostly the national Danish archives on the internet (www.sa.dk, and particularly the church books on www.sa.dk/ao). With more than twenty different sources I found a Johan Rudolph Wurschmidt. It is his signature at the bottom of this letter, but I changed out the J with a T. In summary he is born in 1709. A cavalry trompetist in the 5th Jyske National Dragon Regiment from probably 1729 to 1763 (at least from 1737 to 1753; I lose track of him during the 7 year war). In 1763 he joined a German settlement in Denmark, where he became the schoolmaster. There were two german settlements, and he joined the one in Randbøl. That city is not in Ribe today, nor was it in political Ribe then, but it was in the clergical Ribe then (just over the geographical border today, and Ribe is significant since the family papers say Johans grandfather was a priest in Ribe). Importantly, at that time the schoolmaster was also the “bellringer” at church, as school was at church. The colony, as well as Johan Rudolph, were reformists or more known as Calvinists in America. Two books I have found say that the settlement(s) were without priests for years, and that the schoolmaster(s) had to act as a priest(s). Their religion and language made the locals scorn them. The settlers spoke no Danish, so Johan Rudolph must have been most welcome as he had been in Denmark for 30 years, and probably was fluent in Danish (the settlers themselves arrived in about 1760). [Small important note: I found out through two published books of all priests in Denmark and Germany, that there had not been a Wurschmidt priest for the last 400 years in either country. My grandfather even went to Ribe himself and made the conclusion that we have had to have married into a family of priest(s). I.e. it had to be on the mother side that Johan Gotfrid Andreas had a grandfather that was a priest. With this new information we now know we were both wrong and actually we did have a priest in Ribe, only informally. However, unstudied by me, there are records supposedly 11 feet wide in Viborg, Denmark detailing everything that happened in the settlements. When my Texan wife allows we will go to the archives for a “vacation”]

Finally, I got the letter from the Lutheran Church in Rendsburg[footnoteRef:5], and it gave a lot of new information. It is written in partial English and partial German as you can see. In addition, I have all the original documents referred to in this letter, if you would like to see them.  [5:  Enclosed note Rendsburg Wurschmidt research] 


However, I have to pause a second. In old written materials I have seen Wurschmidt spelt a million different ways, as I have in this modern day too. My uncle Trygve actually bragged about having seen his last name spelt differently maybe a 100 times on letters a few years ago, and that he should have saved those letters. You have probably experienced the same thing. Nonetheless, I can see it on my elders that they are skeptical if one alphabet is off in “Wurschmidt” from a church book 200 years ago (even though I have shown them that Cathrine Larsdatter being married to Johan Gotfrid Andreas, has her first name spelled different 10 TIMES in church books, and Gotfrid, Gottfrid, Gotfried, etc). In my opinion, if they cannot spell today, well they sure could not 200 years ago. The exception are military records, they appear to be almost 95% perfect. Personally I find it peculiar that a priest could not spell, while a military clerk gets it right about every time.

From the letter: A lot is in the letter, and I leave it to you to read, but most of all we get (1) Jacobs father is Johan Rudolph, and (2) an answer for when Johan Gotfrid Andreas is born. We have argued on whether it was 1770, 1771, 1772, or 1773, but we were sure at least it was march 17th.  Ends up born on the 16th and christened on the 18th , in 1772. Probably always thought he was born the 17th, and maybe he was a midnight baby, year was 1772 though. There is one little problem though, the father of Johann Gottfried Andreas is listed as Johann. I believe this is as misspelling for Jacob, as it is a small chance that Sophia got a new husband for just that day.

Finally we are at the point where I am asking for your help and thoughts. I have found 6 papers written of our family genealogy. They are enclosed and denoted 1 to 6[footnoteRef:6][footnoteRef:7][footnoteRef:8][footnoteRef:9][footnoteRef:10][footnoteRef:11]. To a near perfection the first note has proven to be correct, even though we had doubts (i.e. Johans grandfather being a priest, while he actually only performed a priests duties for some years). [6:  1sth known note]  [7:  2nd known note]  [8:  3rd known note]  [9:  4th known note]  [10:  5th known note]  [11:  6th loose page] 


Specifically, the first three lines of the first note are:
Wurschmidt - - - Priest + (= dead in) in Ribe
Wurschmidt - - - State musician + (= dead in) Kiel
Wurschmidt, Johan Andreas Gottfrid born in Kiel
[Sometimes it helps to put things on paper, and I have to admit that, as of right now, I have not given enough thought to the + (=dead in). It does not mean that they were neither born nor lived there, just that they died there]
I find it very important that no relationships are given between these 3. My personal reading is that the first 2 are either of the same generation, or the three - - - means that they do not know their names. Question 1: How do they relate? Do any of you have any old family genealogy notes?

Specifically, the first three lines of the third note are:
Wurschmidt - - - Priest + (= dead in) in Ribe
Wurschmidt F.R. State musician + (= dead in) Kiel
Wurschmidt, Johan Andreas Gottfrid born in Kiel
The huge difference here is the F.R. My personal reading is now 3 generations, grandfather, father, and son. This is also what everybody else since has inferred. Question 2: Again, how do they really relate? Who is this F.R. Wurschmidt[footnoteRef:12]? Where does he come into play? Who is he? Jacob dies in Rendsburg and not Kiel, so is F.R. his brother? [12:  Picture of F.R. Wurschmidt enclosed] 

His profile is cut and pasted into a picture like they did before the photography. It says F. R. Wurschmidt 1765, and in my opinion he looks about 65. (by the way, here in Norway it seems we reach the age of 80+ for generations, which is welcome news) In newer family notes he is said to be Friderich Rudolph Wurschmidt. I am asking myself, did they know that, or guess that? Wurschmidt research from Germany, where we probably were from, points more toward Franz than Friderich. If he is 65 in 1765, he is born in 1700. The only one close is Johan Rudolph born in 1709, which would make them most probable brothers. If he is 65 in 1765 how likely is it that he is the father of Johan Gotfrid Andreas, born in 1772? Well, it is pretty clear in my opinion that the father of Johan Gotfrid Andreas is Jacob, so he could not be.

I hope you enjoyed this. Most of it is written on the veranda of my parent’s apartment near Barcelona, so there could be some unclear language on the part of the local sangria (I’ll ask the Texan wife to clean it up).

Last but not the least; I have scanned all the America letters my side of the family possesses. The first ones are in Norwegian, then a few in “Norwenglish”, before they end up in English. There are 40 of them, so I cannot enclose them all at once. 

So here finally, comes the oldest Wurschmidt signature we know (less my T),


 		[image: T Wurschmidt Signatur]								Trond Wurschmidt

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ps: We then had 3 generations military musicians in Denmark-Norway. Johan Rudolph: Trompetist, Jacob and Johan Gotfrid Andreas: Waldhornists. My two boys are in the marching band today: Timmy Tuba and Trond Trompetist (Their sister played Cornet for a while).

Cc: 	Siv Wurschmidt;  André Wurschmidt
	Øyvind Wurschmidt; Trond Eystein Wurschmidt

Øvre Smestad vei 30B
0378 Oslo
Tlf: 22 14 36 76
E-post: tw@confecta.com
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